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profitable. But it appears that no data regarding
M. Blum's family tree have ever been published or
even assembled ; I recount the domestic legend
conveyed politely but mistily by his brothers. In
all likelihood, the clan of Blum hailed from one of
the German ghettos. Frankfort has been suggested
as the place of origin, though Leon Daudet's
royalist sheet, I*Action Frangaise? one of the most
amusing journals of Paris, finds sport in reiterating
that the Prime Minister stems from Bulgaria. The
name was at first Blume, or flower. After ninety
years in Paris, this refractory monosyllable of four
letters still defeats assimilation and preserves its
Teutonic sound ofJBloom ; despite the fact that the
French language instinctively Gallicizes alien
patronymics, Wright becoming Vreet and Wilson
Veelsonh. Prior to the French Revolution there were
Blums dwelling in the hamlet of Nieder Bronn^
near Strasbourg. Since their emancipation under
Napoleon, the Hebrews of Alsace have been dis-
tinguished for loyalty to France* At the outset of
the Dreyfus Affair, Michel Breal exclaimed that the
staff officer could not possibly be guilty, since it was
inconceivable that an Alsatian Jew would betray
the republic.1 There, in 1835,, we discover Nathan
Blum, a lawyer ; his wife, born Henrietta Hirsch ;
and several children, among them a boy of five
named Auguste, By all accounts, Nathan was an
unworldly, bookish soul, innocent of the crafts of
success. During the year cited the family removed
to Holland, with the notion of mending its fortunes.
1 Charles Andler, Vie dt Lucitn Hm^ 19312.